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A1.1 A Day in the Life of the Burnley Backyard 
 

Backyard.  The Tai Chi instructor guides both the experienced practitioners and novices through their 
moves. It s late summer, so classes are still an open-air, activity but some weeks from now, they will 
move to the comfort of the Flexible Room for their early morning sessions. 

As the Tai Chi group leaves at 8.30, the Community Engagement Officer and several volunteers are 

several more who will cater for the expected crowd. As they close the door of the office, four local 
residents come onto the site to tend their leased garden plots, pulling weeds and harvesting late 
tomatoes. In the adjacent Tin Shed, another of the garden group kindly makes coffee for the others. 

By 9.30, two of the gardeners are leaving for their day jobs in the CBD while the others stay on. The door 
from the Flexible Room is now open to the Play Area where several young children are riding balance 
bikes. Inside, their parents are doing a f
for the interruptions of small children and the feeding of babies. Ideas, conversation, childcare advice and 
cake are all being shared. 

 A couple of hours later in the Workroom, the furniture up-cyclers are gathering. Each person has been 
working on their own small project for the past month and this is completion day. Several of the pieces 

 

Workroom for the next month. 

 Meanwhile, in the office. The Community Engagement Co-ordinator is on the phone taking another two 
rties  

Room and kitchen too. An email has also come in inquiring about using the Burnley Backyard to host a 
micro film festival next summer with a view to making it a regular event. 

here to pass on his knowledge about growing grape vines over carports, climbing beans in pots, herbs in 

and sometime a translator) are here from 4 till around 6 today with close to a dozen keen participants 
who have dropped by to listen and chat. 

Back in the Flexible Room again, the first of three classes is 
set up your own home- -at-home parents 

-
time gives a broad number of people a chance to participate. 

 
-poor and goes between 8 and 9pm. Tonight the group will 

 

coup, the worm farm is silently doing its thing and the last people have left the site for the evening, quietly 
downloading new apps on their phones as they walk home. 
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